
PARISH COUNCIL STRATEGY 2025/26 

The aim of the Parish Council’s strategy is to give local residents, Councillors and 

Officers a clear understanding of what the council is trying to achieve and how it 

intends to deliver its aims and objectives. The strategy sets out what the areas of 

development or change the Council intends to focus on over the next year outlining 

those areas of service that are identified as priority aims and objectives. 

The City of Durham Parish Council has five overarching priorities for our area:  

1. Being an ambitious voice for the city  
2. Enhancing the physical and mental wellbeing of our residents and 

addressing inequalities in our parish  

3. Upholding the Neighbourhood Plan and representing the parish on planning 
matters 

4. Creating a positive environment for businesses and encouraging tourism to 
improve prosperity of parish  

5. Taking action to combat the climate and ecological emergencies.  

 

Looking Forwards  

The ‘Looking Forwards’ document has also been included as part of this work. 

‘Looking Forwards’ is a companion document to the Durham City Neighbourhood 

Plan and has been developed by the City of Durham Parish Council Neighbourhood 

Plan Working Party. It is built on the aspirations and views as expressed by local 

people for their City during the five years of preparation of the Plan. It looks 

forward to greater involvement of the community in making Durham a more 

creative and sustainable City.  

Committee priorities  

The priorities for each Committee in 2025/26 are set out below: 

Planning and Licensing Committee 

Council priorities 

2025/26 

Planning priorities 

2025/26  

Looking Forwards 

initiative(s) 

1. Being an ambitious 

voice for the city 

Representing the Parish as a 

consultee on planning 

matters  

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 

 

Theme 4: A City With 

Attractive And 

Affordable Places To 

Live 
 



  Consulting the Parish on 

planning matters 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 
 

2. Enhancing physical 

and mental wellbeing 

of our residents and 

addressing 

inequalities in our 

parish 

Ensuring schemes deliver the 

required levels of affordable 

housing and adapted housing 

for the disabled and elderly.   

Theme 4. A City With 

Attractive And 

Affordable Places To 

Live 

 
 

  Protect existing Rights of of 

Way and promoting the 

creation and adoption of new 

Public Rights of Way and 

ensuring that they are 

accessible to all. 

 

  

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 

 

Theme 5: A City With A 

Modern And 

Sustainable Transport 

Infrastructure 

 

 
 

  Protecting our green 

infrastructure and assets 

within our parish boundary 

and ensuring that they are 

used to the best possible 

public benefit.  

 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 

 

 
 

3. Upholding the 

neighbourhood plan 

and representing the 

parish on planning 

matters. 

Upholding the development 

plans for the area i.e. 

Neighbourhood Plan and 

County Durham Plan.  

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 

 

Theme 4: A City With 

Attractive And 

Affordable Places To 

Live 

 
 



  To maintain and develop an 

evidence-base to update the 

Neighbourhood Plan and 

comment on planning 

applications.  

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 

 

Theme 4: A City With 

Attractive And 

Affordable Places To 

Live 
 

  Protecting our World Heritage 

Site, Conservation Areas and 

designated and non-

designated heritage assets.  

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 

 

 
 

  Delivering a Conservation 

Area Management Plan  

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 
 

  Protecting against 

overdevelopment 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 

 

Theme 4: A City With 

Attractive And 

Affordable Places To 

Live 
 

4. Creating a positive 

environment for 

businesses and 

encouraging tourism 

to improve prosperity 

of parish 

Supporting accommodation 

above retail units in the City 

centre.  

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 4: A City With 

Attractive And 

Affordable Places To 

Live 
 

  

Supporting tourist attractions 

and transport infrastructure 

for the visitor economy 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 
 



5. Taking action to 

combat the climate 

and ecological 

emergencies.  
 

Putting green future at the 

heart of planning 

considerations 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 
 

  

Resisting schemes which do 

not deliver net zero by 2030 

and supporting those which 

do.  

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

 
 

   

 

Council priorities 

2025/26 

Licensing priorities 

2025/26  

Looking Forwards 

initiative(s) 

1. Being an 

ambitious voice for 
the city 

Representing the Parish on 

licensing matters 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 
 
Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 
 

2. Enhancing 
physical and mental 

wellbeing of our 
residents and 
addressing 

inequalities in our 
parish 

Ensuring that all new 
licensing applications and 

existing premises promote 
the four licensing objectives. 
 

Lobbying central Government 
on ensuring that health 

impacts become the fifth 
licensing objectives.  
 

Theme 1: A City With A 
Sustainable Future 

 
Theme 2: A Beautiful 
And Historic City 

 

 Empowering our residents to 
make informed 

representations on licensing 
matters. 

Theme 1: A City With A 
Sustainable Future 

 
Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 
 
Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 
economy 

 

 Supporting a cumulative 

impact policy for the parish 
 
Supporting a late night-levy 

on licensed premises in the 
parish.  

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 
 
Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 
 



Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 
economy 
 

 Making licensing as open as 
possible by supporting DCC’s 

new online licensing portal 

Theme 1: A City With A 
Sustainable Future 

 
Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 
 

 Making the City more 
accessible to all by 
representing the needs of all 

users in relation to pavement 
and outdoor seating 

applications.  
 

Theme 1: A City With A 
Sustainable Future 
 

Theme 2: A Beautiful 
And Historic City 

 
Theme 3: A City with a 
diverse and resilient 

economy 
 

3. Upholding the 
neighbourhood plan 

and representing the 
parish on planning 
matters. 

Ensuring that the objectives 
of licensing and planning are 

aligned.  

Theme 1: A City With A 
Sustainable Future 

 
Theme 2: A Beautiful 
And Historic City 

 
Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 
economy 
 

4. Creating a positive 
environment for 

businesses and 
encouraging tourism 

to improve 
prosperity of parish 

Promoting the early evening 
economy to families and 

tourists  

Theme 1: A City With A 
Sustainable Future 

 
Theme 2: A Beautiful 

And Historic City 
 
Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 
economy 

 

5. Taking action to 

combat the climate 
and ecological 
emergencies.  

To encourage all new taxi 

licenses granted by DCC to 
be for low emissions/ 
electrical vehicles only. 

 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 
 

 

Environment Committee 

Council priorities 

2025/26 

Environment priorities 

2025/26  

Looking Forwards 

initiative(s) 



1. Being an ambitious 

voice for the city 

Engaging with and 

responding to residents of all 

ages and backgrounds in 

environment-related work 

Mobilise Volunteer groups 

Work with young people and 

respond to their concerns 

Theme 6: A City with an 

enriched community 

life.  

2. Enhancing physical 

and mental wellbeing 

of our residents and 

addressing 

inequalities in our 

parish 

Promote cleaner air, a 

cleaner river, green spaces, 

and streets for living across 

the city. Reduction in light 

pollution. Reduction in night 

time noise. Sustainable 

travel 

 

Supporting the creation of a 

Community Emergency Plan 
 

Theme 1: A City With A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 5: A City With A 

Modern And Sustainable 

Transport Infrastructure 

3. Upholding the 

neighbourhood plan 

and representing the 

parish on planning 

matters. 

Work with all relevant 

committees to ensure the 

climate and ecological 

emergencies are considered 

in all planning matters. 

Sustainable housing 

Theme 4: A City with 

attractive and 

affordable places to live  

4. Creating a positive 

environment for 

businesses and 

encouraging tourism 

to improve prosperity 

of parish 

Improve and protect the 

appearance of the city and 

its heritage.  

Theme 2: A Beautiful 

and Historic City 

 

Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 

economy 

5. Taking action to 

combat the climate 

and ecological 

emergencies.  

Be proactive and collaborate 

with all partners (including 

Parish Council committees, 

Durham County Council, 

residents, developers, 

landlords, and other 

businesses) to coordinate 

our impact on the climate 

and ecological emergencies 

and increase community 

resilience. Encourage 

sustainable Travel 

Increased awareness and 

action on climate change. 

Theme 1: A City with A 

Sustainable Future 

 

Theme 5: A City With A 

Modern And Sustainable 

Transport Infrastructure 



Tackle the ecological 

emergency 

 

Business Committee 

Council priorities 

2025/26 

Business priorities 

2025/26  

Looking Forwards 

initiative(s) 

1. Being an 

ambitious voice for 
the city 

Engaging with local 

businesses, including 
improving the visitor 
economy 

 
 

Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 
economy 

2. Enhancing 
physical and mental 

wellbeing of our 
residents and 
addressing 

inequalities in our 
parish 

Promoting responsible and 
environmentally sound 

businesses 

Theme 3: A City with a 
diverse and resilient 

economy 

3. Upholding the 
neighbourhood plan 

and representing the 
parish on planning 
matters. 

Supporting new businesses 
and attempting to fill empty 

units across the City and 
promoting the overnight stay 
economy/ businesses across 

the city 

Theme 3: A City with a 
diverse and resilient 

economy 

4. Creating a positive 

environment for 
businesses and 

encouraging tourism 
to improve 
prosperity of parish 

Marketing Durham as a place 

to visit, particularly the 
overnight stay sector 

Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 
economy 

 
Theme 5: A City with a 
modern and 

sustainable transport 
infrastructure 

 Contracting professional 
support for local businesses 

in the city 

Theme 3: A City with a 
diverse and resilient 

economy 
 

 Promoting footfall in the city 
centre and encouraging a 
variety of businesses to 

ensure wide range of choice 
for visitors 

  

Theme 3: A City with a 
diverse and resilient 
economy 

 



5. Taking action to 

combat the climate 
and ecological 
emergencies.  

 

Reducing food miles by 

encouraging the use of local 
suppliers and emerging green 
technologies and services  

 
 

Theme 3: A City with a 

diverse and resilient 
economy 
 

Theme 6: A City with 
an enriched community 

life 

 


