Minutes of the meeting of the City of Durham Parish Council held on
Wednesday 25" February 2026 at 7:00pm in the Main Hall of the
Merryoaks Community Hall, Park House Rd, Durham DH1 3QF.

Present: Councillors S Walker (in the Chair), V Ashfield, L Brown, T Cleaver, R
Cornwell, D Freeman, E Hopgood, G Holland, C Lattin, P Layton and F Robinson

Also present: Parish Clerk Adam Shanley and 2 members of the public.

1. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE (OR NOT) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
FROM TODAY'’'S MEETING

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors E Scott and R Handy.
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS
None received.

3. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL HELD ON 28™ JANUARY 2026

The minutes of the meeting were approved as a true and accurate record of
proceedings by a majority vote of 6 votes in favour and 5 abstentions.

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ms Polly Low advised that she was attending the Full Council meeting today as a
representative of Elvet Residents Association (ERA). Polly advised that she and
the Association had had sight of the proposed motion under item 8 of the Agenda
and wished to express their full support for this motion, highlighting the significant
importance of the Elvet green/ former bowling green area to local residents for
outdoor pursuits and recreation.

Polly advised that she and ERA hoped that the Parish Council would unanimously
support this motion and do all they could to keep this area open and accessible
for the enjoyment of local residents and visitors.
The Chair thanked Polly for her statement.
5. COMMITTEE UPDATES

¢ Planning and Licensing Committee
Councillor L Brown presented the Planning and Licensing Committee minutes from
the meetings held on 9% and 237 January 2026. There being no queries from

Members, Councillor L Brown moved on to Committee reports.

Proposed response to the consultation on changes to the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)



Councillor L Brown introduced the report outlining the Parish Council’s proposed
response to the Government consultation on reforms to the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF).

Councillor L Brown explained that the consultation represented one of the most
significant revisions to national planning policy since the introduction of the NPPF
and followed major changes already introduced in December 2024.

Members were informed that the Planning and Licensing Committee had
undertaken a detailed review of the consultation documentation, which contained
over 225 questions, and had determined that the Parish Council should focus its
response only on those proposals of direct relevance to Durham City.

In presenting the report, Councillor L Brown highlighted several key areas of
proposed reform which were particularly significant for the Parish area.

Firstly, the consultation proposed strengthening the presumption in favour of
development, particularly within existing settlements and well-connected urban
locations. Councillor Brown explained that while the Parish Council supported the
principle of sustainable development, Members of the Planning and Licensing
Committee were concerned that the revised wording could significantly reduce
local discretion when assessing development proposals in sensitive historic
environments such as Durham City. Particular concern was expressed that
increased permissiveness around infill development, redevelopment and upward
extensions within residential areas could undermine local character, townscape
and heritage settings if not carefully balanced with robust design and conservation
safeguards.

Secondly, the consultation introduced national minimum density standards,
including minimum densities around railway stations and other well-connected
transport hubs. Members noted that while more efficient use of land was generally
supported, the introduction of fixed national density thresholds represented a
departure from the current approach and could have implications for historic cities
such as Durham where transport infrastructure is closely integrated with
conservation areas and the setting of the World Heritage Site.

Councillor L Brown also outlined proposed changes to Green Belt policy, noting
that the consultation suggested a more permissive approach to reviewing Green
Belt boundaries through the plan-making process to support housing delivery.
While the fundamental purposes of the Green Belt would remain unchanged,
Members expressed concern that the proposed emphasis on meeting housing
demand could weaken existing safeguards designed to protect the openness and
permanence of Green Belt land.

Members further discussed proposals to revise heritage policies within the NPPF.
While the Government had indicated that the intention was to simplify and clarify
the policy framework, Councillor L Brown reported that the Planning and Licensing
Committee believed that replacing detailed guidance with broader principles could



potentially reduce the clarity and strength of protections afforded to heritage
assets, particularly in areas of exceptional historic significance such as Durham.

Councillor L Brown also highlighted that the report also addressed proposed
changes relating to developer contributions and planning obligations, including the
introduction of more standardised approaches to Section 106 agreements and a
stronger emphasis on securing infrastructure and affordable housing contributions
at the plan-making stage. While Members welcomed efforts to reduce prolonged
viability negotiations, concerns were raised about the potential limitations of
viability assessments conducted early in long plan periods, particularly given
changing market conditions and inflation.

The Clerk also noted the consultation’s proposals relating to Article 4 Directions,
which were of particular relevance to the Parish Council given its ongoing work to
explore a potential Article 4 Direction to safeguard gardens within the city.
Councillor L Brown advised that the Parish Council’s response strongly supported
the proposed clarification of national policy on the use of Article 4 Directions,
particularly in addressing issues such as the over-concentration of Houses in
Multiple Occupation.

Members agreed that it was essential for the Parish Council to respond to the
consultation in order to ensure that the particular planning challenges and
sensitivities associated with Durham City were fully recognised as part of this.
Members unanimously approved the proposed response to this consultation,
subject to some references within the responses changing from the 1%t person
pronoun to the 3™ person pronoun.

The Clerk took the opportunity to thank all Members who had supported this
significant work as this had been a very substantial undertaking by Members.

Proposal to support the establishment of a '‘City of Durham
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group’

Councillor L Brown introduced the report proposing the establishment of a City of
Durham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to oversee the review of the existing
Neighbourhood Plan.

Members were reminded that the current City of Durham Neighbourhood Plan
came into force on 7 July 2021 and provided a framework for guiding development
within the parish area in accordance with the County Durham Plan and the National
Planning Policy Framework.

Councillor L Brown explained that it was necessary to periodically review the
operation and effectiveness of the Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that it continued
to respond appropriately to changing planning circumstances and emerging policy
priorities.

Members were advised that since the adoption of the Plan in July 2021, a total of
1,798 planning applications had been determined within the parish area. Analysis



undertaken by Durham County Council indicated that 990 applications (55.1%)
had directly engaged policies within the Neighbourhood Plan.

Members noted that 87 applications had been refused by the Local Planning
Authority during this period. In 25 cases, the refusal had relied directly upon
policies contained within the Neighbourhood Plan.

Councillor L Brown highlighted that Policy H2, which protects the Durham City
Conservation Area, had been cited in 19 refusal decisions, making it the most
frequently applied policy within the Plan. Other significant policies cited in refusal
decisions included those relating to the World Heritage Site, sustainable transport,
green infrastructure and sustainable development principles.

Members also noted that there had been 41 planning appeals within the parish
area during this period, of which 30 had been dismissed, further demonstrating
the effectiveness and robustness of the Neighbourhood Plan when tested through
the appeals process.

However, Councillor L Brown emphasised that since the Plan’s adoption, national
planning policy had evolved, and further significant changes to the NPPF were
expected during 2026. It was therefore appropriate for the Parish Council, as the
qualifying body, to initiate a formal review of the Plan.

The proposed Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group would lead this review and
would include:

e Three Parish Councillors

e One County Councillor representing the area

e Up to ten representatives from community organisations, residents
groups, and businesses

e Support from a Parish Council officer and, where required, a planning
consultant
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Councillor L Brown advised that she hoped that the Steering Group would
undertake evidence gathering, community consultation and policy development,
before presenting a revised draft Neighbourhood Plan to the Parish Council for
approval and subsequent independent examination.

Members welcomed the proposal and emphasised the importance of ensuring that
the revised Plan remained community-led, reflected local priorities and continued
to protect Durham’s historic environment while supporting appropriate sustainable
development.

Members unanimously agreed a) the establishment of the City of Durham
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group; b) the Terms of Reference for the Steering
Group; c) to delegate responsibility for overseeing the work of the Steering Group
to the Planning and Licensing Committee; and d) to delegate responsibility to the
Planning and Licensing Committee for agreeing the membership of the Steering
Group.



¢ Environment Committee

Councillor C Lattin presented the minutes from the Environment Committee
meeting held on 13™ January 2026. There being no queries from Members,
Councillor C Lattin moved on to Committee reports.

Report to support the work of the Wear Rivers Trust in tackling invasive
non-native species (INNS) along the River Wear catchment area.

Councillor C Lattin presented the report concerning support for the Wear Rivers
Trust and its work tackling Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) along the River
Wear catchment.

Members were reminded that protecting and enhancing the River Wear had been
identified as a key strategic priority for the Parish Council. The Parish Council had
therefore sought to work in partnership with local organisations, including the
Wear Rivers Trust and the Durham City Riverscape Community Group, to address
environmental challenges affecting the river.

Councillor Lattin outlined the work of the Wear Rivers Trust, an environmental
charity established in 2008 to protect, enhance and restore the River Wear and its
catchment. The Trust works collaboratively with landowners, local authorities,
environmental organisations and volunteers to deliver projects focused on habitat
restoration, water quality improvement and public education.

Members were informed that the spread of invasive non-native species, including
Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan Balsam and Giant Hogweed, posed a significant
ecological threat within the catchment. These species can dominate riverbanks,
displace native vegetation, destabilise riverbanks and, in some cases, pose risks
to human health.

Councillor C Lattin reported that the Trust had therefore developed a programme
of activity focused on monitoring, controlling and preventing the spread of invasive
species across the catchment area.

Councillor C Lattin highlighted that the report set out a funding proposal for a
targeted project within the Durham Peninsula area, covering the stretch of river
between Shincliffe Bridge and Barkers Haugh Sewage Treatment Works.

Councillor C Lattin reported that the proposed programme included:

e Water quality monitoring conducted by trained volunteers using dedicated
testing kits

e Training programmes enabling staff and volunteers to obtain PA1 and PA6
spraying qualifications for the safe treatment of invasive plants

e The purchase of herbicides and equipment required to treat Giant Hogweed
and Himalayan Balsam

o Direct spraying work carried out by Trust staff across identified problem
areas

e Volunteer recruitment and engagement activities involving local
organisations, including Durham University, Durham Cathedral and
community groups



e Volunteer work days focused on invasive plant removal within locations
including Pelaw Wood, Blaids Wood and Aykley/Hopper Wood

Members were informed that the total project cost was £5,795.82, which is
included in this financial year’s budget.

Councillor Lattin emphasised that this project would support improved
biodiversity, habitat restoration, and improved water quality monitoring within the
River Wear corridor.

Members welcomed the proposal and recognised the importance of partnership
working in addressing environmental challenges affecting the river system. Whilst
there were some initial queries around the impact of the water testing element of
this proposal, Members unanimously agreed the funding request from the Wear
Rivers Trust as set out in the report as follows:

Activity Materials/ Mileage | Staff Total
Training delivery | Costs
Course/Training
Course

Water 3 testing £480 £20 £284.59 | £784.59
Quality kits at
Testing £160 each

Training
(1 day to
prepare
and
deliver
training
session)

Spraying Costs for | £550 £30 £284.59 | £864.59
Training PA1l and
PA6W
Spraying
Certificate
for WRT
Staff
Member

Spraying Costs for | £1650 £1650
Training PA1l and
PA6W
Spraying
Certificate
for 3
Volunteers




Gylosphate | containers

Cost of 2 £139.92 £139.92

at £69.96
WRT 4 days: 2 £40 £1138.36 | £1178.36
Spraying of | staff for 2
Giant days
Hogweed
and
Himalayan
Balsam
Volunteer 1 days £10 £284.59 | £294.59
Recruitment
Volunteer 3 days £30 £853.77 | £883.77
Events

Total Costs | £5795.82

Report on priorities for greening the parish area over 2026-27

Members considered a report outlining proposed planting priorities for the 2026-
27 financial year, following the Council’s resolution to allocate £20,000 to support
greening initiatives across the parish.

Members noted that the overarching aim of the programme is to enhance the
quality of the parish area, increase biodiversity and respond to the climate crisis,
while delivering environmental, social and visual benefits for residents and
visitors.

Councillor C Lattin advised that the proposed allocations include £4,000 for parish-
wide spring bulbs, £4,000 for a fruit tree giveaway event in November, £1,000 for
Viaduct planters, £2,500 for hanging baskets within the Viaduct area and £8,000
for hanging baskets on the main shopping streets.

Councillor C Lattin advised that the spring bulbs and fruit tree initiatives will be
delivered in Autumn 2026. The fruit tree giveaway, first trialled in November 2025,
was reported as a success and is to be repeated, providing further opportunity for
community engagement and the distribution of pollinator-friendly planting.

Members agreed to retain the Viaduct planters at the Colpitts public house,
Mistletoe Street and Allergate, acknowledging the contribution of local volunteers
in maintaining them.

Members noted that certain other planters had been removed without approval
and agreed that several remaining planters within the Viaduct area should be
offered to local groups for maintenance or reuse. It was further agreed that a
number of three-tier planters in prominent locations be removed, as they are not
being planted and maintained as originally envisaged in partnership with Durham
County Council.

In place of the removed planters, Members supported the installation of summer
floral hanging baskets on selected residential streets within the Viaduct area and



on shopfronts along North Road, Saddler Street, Silver Street, Back Silver Street,
Lower Claypath and Elvet Bridge.

Members noted that several businesses had already agreed to participate and that
this investment is intended to enhance the street scene within the town centre
boundary. It was further noted that baskets will not be installed on Listed Buildings
without existing brackets due to consent requirements.

Councillors L Brown and F Robinson warmly welcomed the proposed hanging
baskets to the front of premises and expressed the hope that this will give all of
the main streets in Durham a real lift over the Summer.

Members unanimously approved the proposed planting plan for 2026-27 and
thanked the Environment Committee for their work on this.

6. CHAIR’S UPDATES

The Chair provided a verbal update on matters arising since the Full Parish Council
meeting on 28™ January 2026, as follows:

The Chair began the update by reporting that the funeral of Dr Fenwick Lawson
had taken place earlier that day and had been conducted by the Dean of Durham
Cathedral. The Chair noted that the service had been a fitting tribute to Dr
Lawson’s life and work and that it had been an honour for the Cathedral to host
such an occasion. The Chair remarked that Dr Lawson’s family remained in the
thoughts and prayers of the community and emphasised that Dr Lawson’s artistic
legacy continued to shine brightly both within the City of Durham and further
afield.

The Chair then welcomed the announcement by Downing Street of the
appointment of The Venerable Rick Simpson as the next Bishop of Durham. The
Chair informed Members that The Venerable Rick Simpson had served as the
Archdeacon of Auckland within the Diocese of Durham since February 2018 and
expressed the Parish Council’s anticipation of working closely with him in the
future in matters affecting the City and wider community.

The Chair also placed on record thanks to all those involved in organising this
year’s Chinese New Year celebrations in the City. The Chair reported that the event
had attracted a very large crowd and had created a vibrant and welcoming
atmosphere across Durham. The Chair noted particular enjoyment in attending
the special Tea Ceremony alongside the Mayor and in participating in the
traditional “lucky lettuce” ceremony in the Market Place.

The Chair expressed appreciation for the cultural significance of the event and its
growing popularity in the City and commented that the Parish Council looked
forward to supporting its continued development in future years. The Chair further
noted that the Fire and Ice Festival taking place over the coming weekend was
also expected to draw significant interest and expressed hope that the event would
prove equally successful.

The Chair extended thanks to Councillor L Brown for organising a special meeting
of residents the previous evening in partnership with Durham County Council. The



meeting had been convened to inform residents about forthcoming changes to
waste collection arrangements, including alterations to glass recycling collections
and the planned introduction later in the year of a separate food waste collection
service. The Chair advised that further opportunities would be provided for
residents and Councillors to learn more about the scheme at the Annual Meeting
of the Parish in May ahead of the changes being implemented.

The Chair informed Members that the Parish Clerk would be undertaking events
safety qualification training during two periods in March, from 10-12 March and
again from 17-19 March. The Chair emphasised that this training was essential
for the safe delivery of large-scale events organised by the Parish Council,
including events such as the annual Remembrance Day commemorations, and
requested that Members bear this schedule in mind when contacting the Clerk
during those dates.

The Chair further advised that the Clerk would shortly circulate details of the
annual Citizen of the Year Awards. The Chair explained that these awards
recognise outstanding commitment to life in the City of Durham and may be
presented for exceptional voluntary service, work undertaken to support others,
or achievements that have delivered clear benefits to the local community.
Members were asked to submit a nomination of approximately 150-200 words to
the Clerk ahead of the March Full Council meeting.

The Chair reminded Members that nominations must remain confidential and that
the decision would be taken by secret ballot in closed session at the end of the
meeting, with those receiving a straight majority of votes declared the winner or
winners. The awards would then be formally presented at the Annual Meeting of
the Parish in May.

The Chair concluded the update by thanking the Clerk and Members of the
Environment Committee for the significant work undertaken in developing the
recently agreed action plan for Back Silver Street and Fowler’s Yard. The Chair
acknowledged that this initiative had required many years of effort, careful
negotiation, and partnership working with a wide range of stakeholders. The Chair
expressed hope that the agreed measures would have a meaningful and lasting
impact on this distinctive and creative part of the City.

The Chair also thanked the Environment Committee for progress made in planning
the unveiling of the Mo Mowlam blue plaque. The Chair reported that the wording
of the plaque and its location had now been agreed with Mo Mowlam’s family and
colleagues at Durham University. The Chair further noted that Sir Adam Ingram,
who had served as a Northern Ireland Minister during the signing of the Good
Friday Agreement, had confirmed attendance at the unveiling ceremony and that
further details of the event would be shared with Members in due course.

7. PARISH COUNCIL CIVILITY AND RESPECT PLEDGE
The Chair introduced the report concerning the Parish Council Civility and Respect

Pledge, which had been developed by the National Association of Local Councils
(NALC) and partner organisations.



Members were informed that the pledge formed part of a wider national initiative
to address increasing concerns regarding bullying, harassment and intimidation
within the local government sector.

The Chair emphasised that the pledge required councils to commit to promoting
civility and respect in their interactions with councillors, staff, volunteers, partner
organisations and members of the public.

The Chair also noted that the Parish Council had already adopted a Dignity at Work
Policy, which was reviewed annually, and that signing the pledge would reinforce
the Council’s commitment to maintaining a positive and respectful working
environment.

Members expressed strong support for the principles underlying the pledge and
agreed that promoting respectful behaviour was essential to maintaining public
confidence in local democracy. All Members in attendance at the meeting signed
the Civility and Respect Pledge individually.

It was also unanimously agreed that the City of Durham Parish Council should
sign the Civility and Respect Pledge and commit to honouring the principles and
actions set out within it.

8. MOTION BY COUNCILLORS V ASHFIELD AND F ROBINSON RELATING
TO ELVET GREEN AND THE RETENTION OF OPEN SPACE ACCESSIBLE
TO ALL

Councillor V Ashfield presented a motion concerning the future of Elvet Green,
which was seconded by Councillor F Robinson.

In presenting the motion, Councillor V Ashfield reminded Members that when the
land was originally sold by Durham University to Durham County Council it was
covenanted for the “perpetual enjoyment of the residents of the city.”

Councillor V Ashfield stressed that the recent consultation by Durham County
Council regarding the future use of the site had demonstrated the high level of
public support for retaining the green space as an accessible recreational area.

Councillor V Ashfield highlighted that, while the proposal to convert the former
public toilet block into a café had received general support, the motion she was
presenting to Members today sought assurances that the surrounding green space
would remain open, green and freely accessible to residents and visitors.

Members discussed the importance of protecting publicly accessible green spaces
within the city centre and emphasised the role such spaces play in supporting
community wellbeing and access to the riverbanks.

Councillor D Freeman expressed his full support for the motion and advised that
he was aware that DCC officers and Councillors were keen to keep this area open
and accessible for the enjoyment of the public.

Members unanimously agreed to support the motion as follows:



The motion:

"At the time of the university selling this land to DCC it was covenanted: "for the
perpetual enjoyment of the residents of the city". The recent DCC consultation on
its future use has indicated how dear this space is to the current residents (and
via the Pointers to visitors too). While the former toilet block is the matter of a
sale to become a cafe, which we support, we would like DCC to assure us that the
adjacent green space will remain green, open and freely accessible to all who
enjoy the riverbanks.”

9. DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON TACKLING POVERTY
IN COUNTY DURHAM

The Clerk presented the report into Durham County Council’s consultation on the
proposed County Durham Poverty Strategy 2026-2030.

Members broadly welcomed the Strategy and its recognition that poverty within
County Durham is deep-rooted, structural and complex, affecting more than
112,000 residents (over 21% of the population) and over one quarter of children
living in relative poverty.

Members also agreed with the Strategy’s strong emphasis on skills development,
education, training and access to secure and well-paid employment, recognising
that economic inactivity, underemployment and low wages remain key drivers of
poverty across the county.

However, Members also expressed concern that certain recent and proposed policy
decisions by Durham County Council risk undermining the Strategy’s objectives.
In particular, Councillor D Freeman expressed his opposition to the reduction of
the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme, noting that requiring low-income
households to contribute a minimum of 10% towards council tax could place
additional financial pressure on vulnerable residents and increase the risk of debt
and enforcement action.

Councillors C Lattin and D Freeman further emphasised the importance of
investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency and housing retrofit
programmes, noting that tackling fuel poverty and improving housing quality could
play a significant role in reducing household costs while creating long-term
employment opportunities within the green economy. This was strongly echoed by
all Members.

Councillor D Freeman also highlighted the urgent need to increase the supply of
genuinely affordable and energy-efficient social housing, noting that demand for
social housing remains extremely high across County Durham, with more than
10,000 people currently on the waiting list and that the proposed development of
500 new homes to come on board across County Durham were moving at a very
slow pace.



Councillor C Lattin also stressed the importance of maintaining accessible advice
and support services, including face-to-face provision such as Citizens Advice,
recognising that these services play a vital role in preventing financial difficulties
from escalating into crisis.

Members unanimously agreed to engage positively in this consultation and to
make these points in a formal response. Members also unanimously agreed to
delegate responsibility to responding to this consultation to the Parish Council’s
Finance Committee.

10. REPORT FROM PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL
ORGANISATIONS

Report by Councillor S Walker on the most recent meeting of the County
Durham Association of Local Council (CDALC)

Councillor S Walker presented the following report on the most recent meeting of
the County Durham Association of Local Council (CDALC), held on 19t February 2026.

Planning and Infrastructure Act 2025

The Executive Officer presented a report on the Planning and Infrastructure Act
2025, which received Royal Assent on 18 December 2025.

Key provisions of particular relevance to parish and town councils include:

e The introduction of a National Scheme of Delegation, which may transfer
more planning decisions from committees to planning officers.

e Mandatory training requirements for members serving on planning
committees.

e New compulsory purchase powers enabling parish and town councils to
acquire land at existing use value for affordable housing, where justified
in the public interest.

e The introduction of Strategic Planning through Spatial Development
Strategies, likely to operate across wider geographic areas.

e Changes affecting nationally significant infrastructure projects, including
streamlined processes.

Members were advised to consider the potential implications for local democratic
input, governance arrangements, and engagement with strategic planning
processes.

Improving Civility and Respect — Governance Checklist

A report was presented on the Civility and Respect Governance Checklist.



Members were reminded of the importance of maintaining high standards of
conduct and ensuring governance arrangements remain robust and up to date.

The discussion also referenced developments relating to Member Codes of
Conduct, particularly the proposed Freedom of Expression clause introduced by
Durham County Council. Forum members reiterated their view that they did not
support adopting the additional clause, although this remains a matter for
individual councils to determine.

Planning Applications — Battery Storage and Solar Farms

Hetton Town Council introduced a discussion regarding the increasing number of
planning applications for battery storage facilities and large-scale solar farms.

Members shared experiences of managing such applications, highlighting concerns
regarding:

The scale and cumulative impact of developments.

e Community engagement and local opposition.
The strategic balance between renewable energy targets and local
environmental considerations.

There was a view expressed that the overall balance of such developments may
need to be addressed more strategically at a higher level.

Hetton Town Council indicated that they would welcome collaboration with other
town and parish councils who may wish to work together in making
representations opposing specific developments of concern.

Rise North East

Becks Lippe, Durham Relationships Lead for Rise North East, addressed the Forum
regarding their work to transform lives through the power of movement.

Members were informed of opportunities for parish and town councils to support
community wellbeing initiatives, including active travel, physical activity
programmes, and improved access to green space.

It was suggested that Rise North East may be a useful contact when reviewing
neighbourhood plans, particularly in relation to active travel routes and making
local areas more pedestrian- and cycle-friendly.

End of report

Due to the confidential nature of the following items, in accordance with
Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and the
public were excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on
the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as



defined in 3 paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the LGA 1972 Act and
section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. At this
point in time the press and the public were asked to leave the room.
11. PERSONNEL MATTERS AND STAFF/ MEMBER TRAINING

Members noted the recent resignation of Councillor Giuseppe Bignardi as a Parish
Councillor for the Neville’s Cross parish ward. The Chair noted her thanks to
Giuseppe and Members wished Giuseppe and his family well for the future.

The Chair also presented a report on further training opportunities for Members
as well as the intention to look into further pastoral support for Members and staff.

There being no further business, the Chair thanked Members for their attendance
and contributions and closed the meeting.

Signhed,

N Al

Chair of the City of Durham Parish Council
(25t March 2026)



